KARYN ELLIS – BIOGRAPHY

UK born, Toronto-based artist Karyn Ellis is enthralling audiences from Canada’s coast to coast with her songbird voice, her charisma as a performer and her carefully crafted songs. Her music, "twangy...cool and...difficult to classify", maps out bittersweet trajectories of relationships with a distinctively sweet voice, unique guitar style and gentle sense of humour. Her folk-based pop songs are beautiful and sad, uplifting and quirky, and Karyn "can envelop you in the warmth of that voice and break your heart at the same time." Indie-Music.com

Ellis’ full-length debut "Hearts Fall" is frequently playlisted on CBC radio both nationally and regionally on programs such as The Vinyl Café, Bandwidth, Here and Now and Radio International. The CD spent six months on various campus radio charts across Canada including five weeks on CIUT Toronto top-30 (topping at #3) – reaching the national monthly campus Top-50 and folk/roots/blues Top-20 charts and charting #14 on CFBX (Kamloops, BC) Top 25 Roots/Country Albums for 2006. About Hearts Fall, Amanda Putz from CBC radio 1 comments: "[Karyn's] voice is lovely, the arrangements are simple & clever, and there's an almost rustic quality to the record-likely from being recorded live off the floor-that makes it extra sweet."

A participating artist in the inaugural Homeroutes House Concert Series (Manitoba circuit) in September 2007, Karyn has performed at numerous festivals and concert series including Village Vibe Canadian Music Series at Blue Mountain (Collingwood, ON), Skeleton Park Music Festival (Kingston ON), Peterborough Music Festival, Waynefest (Wayne AB), NextFest (Edmonton AB) and Leopard Frog Concert Series. She was an official showcasing artist at OCFF (2005) and NXNE (2005, 2006) and has sat on OCFF panels (2006, 2007) as a representative of the independent artist’s voice. She’s shared stages with Jill Barber, Geoff Berner, David Celia, Annabelle Chvostek (of the Wailin' Jennies), Elliot Brood, Carolyn Mark, Claire Jenkins, Justin Rutledge, Mia Sheard, Dala, and Mad Violet.  

As well as touring nationally under her own name, Karyn is also one-fourth of the group, Girls With Glasses, featuring Allison Brown, Evalyn Parry and Eve Goldberg and Karyn Ellis.  This annual songwriter-in-the-round tour sets out on its fourth year in spring 2008 – the follow up to sold-out shows during 2007 southern Ontario tour.

In addition to her hometown successes, Karyn Ellis is being embraced internationally, receiving rave reviews in several of Europe's online music magazines, as well as appearing on Euro-Americana.com hot picks and DJ Chris Kijn's Top-Ten picks for album of the year in 2006 (3voor12 webradio, Netherlands). Benny Metten of Belgium’s CtrlAltCountry.be, writes of Karyn’s record: "4 out of 5 ...such bittersweet pleasures…all rolled up in that one tiny body, that one mournful voice. Superior late night stuff! Who will bring her here [to Belgium] as quickly as possible?" 

Both Karyn and several of her songs have appeared in local film and TV productions, including an appearance in the recently released film What is Indie? (2006 - Dave Cool), which features interviews with artists and music industry such as Peggy Lang, Ember Swift and Annabelle Chvostek. Other film credits include a musical cameo in Robert Swales’ Rigoletto in Blue Grass (2006) – a contemporary remake of Verdi’s tragic opera, and her version of Tumbling Tumbleweeds (Bob Nolan) used as the title and sound track for the festival film, Queer Grit (2004) by Winnipeg writer, Roewan Crowe. Her song Karianna appeared in the season two finale of Omni Productions’ Robson’s Arms, which aired nationally on CTV, The Comedy Network and Bravo.   Her next album will be released in 2008.
KARYN ELLIS – SELECT PRESS QUOTES

"What a refreshing new voice!" -- NewMusicCanada.com, CBC online affiliate

 "Her voice dances along the line between cool and quirky without falling onto the wrong side. She comes across rather like Victoria Williams but clearly with her own sensitivity and sensuality....This is the sort of disc you are likely to buy several of to spread among

friends." – Penguin Magazine, Canada
Karyn Ellis' "voice is lovely, the arrangements are simple & clever, and there's an almost rustic quality to the record-likely from being recorded live off the floor-that makes it extra sweet." – Amanda Putz, CBC Radio 1
"This album is sheer indie delight....there's intelligence and poetry in the lyrics, not to mention gentle humour. This is not a happy record. But it is one where misery is beautiful, raw and crisp. 8 out of 10. " – Americana-uk.com, UK
"Hearts Fall is a first rate record that grows more splendid with every listen ...without a doubt one of the finest in its genre." – Rootstime.be, Belgium
"4 out of 5 ...such bittersweet pleasures. You can hear Welch, Waits, Amos, Brickell, Peyroux, the Cowboy Junkies and the Be Good Tanyas all rolled up in that one tiny body, that one mournful voice. Superior late night stuff!"— CtrlAltCountry.be, Belgium
"You simply have to delight in Karyn Ellis' fragile and sometimes oddly girlish voice. Her high tones and jazz-like melodies are reminiscent of Joni Mitchell, but minimal instrumentation and unexpected musical turns in otherwise straightforward songs are just

as connected to the contemporary sound of free-style folk." – Kindamusik.net, Netherlands

"On this, her first full-length release, Toronto’s Karyn Ellis surprises and delights. A unique combination of rustic musical textures (stand-up bass, honky-tonk piano stylings, etc.) and a dead-on modern lyrical approach, Hearts Fall hits all the marks beautifully. ‘A’ " – Scene Magazine, London Ontario, Canada

“...then you find someone like sexy acoustic goddess Karyn Ellis, and you think, "of course I want to love again!" And some have fallen in love with her latest, Hearts Fall. To be in love, and even better, to have an album at number fourty-nine. Karyn Ellis, helping us learn to love again.” – Inside the Chart, Earshot-online.com (national campus monthly charts magazine)
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